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Responding  to  Petroleum  Leaks  and  Spills 

1 .  Act  on  Potential  Dangers 

•  Evacuate  area 

•  Extinguish  open  flames,  do  not  smoke 

•  Under  no  circumstances  touch  any  electrical  appliances/equipment  due  to  the  possibility 
of  generating  sparks. 

•  Call  local  fire  department 

2.  Report  the  Leak  or  Spill  to  Illinois  ESDA  (Emergency  Services  and  Disaster  Agency) 

•  Report  all  underground  leaks  within  24  hours 

•  Immediately  report  any  release  of  petroleum  which  leads  to  a  sheen  on  a  surface  water 

•  Immediately  report  spill  or  leak  of  12.5  or  more  gallons  of  gasoline 

lESDA  24  HOUR  LINE  #  -  800/782-7860 

3.  Find  the  Source 

•  Pinpoint  the  leak  or  spill.  Check  whether  your  pumps  are  working  correctly.  Check  your  tank 
inventory  records  for  petroleum  product  losses. 

•  Bring  in  a  professional  to  test  for  tank  and/or  pipe  leaks 

4.  Stop  the  Leak  or  Contain  the  Spill 

•  Do  not  wash  product  into  sewer 

•  If  the  leak  is  in  the  piping  system  do  not  use  associated  pump 

•  For  spills  or  overfills  -  Use  an  absorbent  material  (such  as  cat  litter  or  sawdust)  to  prevent  the 
product  from  spreading 

•  Call  in  professionals  to  collect  and  remove  petroleum  from  the  leaking  tank  to  prevent  further 
release  into  the  environment 

•  Report  these  efforts  to  the  lESDA 

5.  Begin  Cleanup 

•  Hire  a  qualified  environmental  consultant/contractor 

•  Perform  site  investigation  with  help  of  a  qualified  environmental  consultant/contractor.  lEPA  will 
inform  the  owner/operator  of  their  responsibilities  and  outline  the  information  the  Agency 
requires.  Be  prepared  to  include  the  following: 

a.  Site  history  and  background  information  -  names,  addresses,  phone  numbers  of 
current  and  past  owners,  number  of  tanks,  ages,  size  and  construction 

b.  Preliminary  Site  Investigation  (owner/operator  relies  on  consultant  or  contractor  for 
technical  assistance)  to: 

i.  Define  area  of  contamination 

ii.  Determine  effects  on  ground  and  surface  waters  and  soil 

(note:  a  groundwater  investigation  plan  must  first  be  approved  by  the  Agency 
before  implementation.) 

Remember,  this  is  a  partial  listing;  the  Corrective  Action  Response  Requirements  letter  will  request 
further  information. 

•  The  Qualified  Environmental  Consultant /Contractor  Must  Prepare  a  Corrective  Action  Plan 

a.  Plan  must  describe  proposed  cleanup  of  contaminated  soil  and/or  groundwater 

i.  Effective,  efficient  cleanup 

ii.  Protect  public  health  and  the  environment 

b.  When  soil  cleanup  costs  exceed  $50,000,  plans  must  be  approved  by  lEPA  prior  to  con¬ 
tinuation  of  soil  cleanup. 

c.  Plans  for  groundwater  investigations  and  groundwater  cleanups  must  be  approved  by 
lEPA  before  implementation. 

•  Implement  Corrective  Action 

NOTE:  This  is  a  general  overview.  For  answers  to  your  specific  questions  please  consult  the  Guidance 
Manual  for  Petroleum  Related  LUST  cleanups  in  Illinois  or  call  lEPA’s  Land  Pollution  Control  at 
217/765-4728. 
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